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Oontexts.—Introlduction—R: high schools—Size of high school—Administrators and super 
visors—Teachers—Pupils—Sfrvivals—Holding power—Graduates—Pupils ig teacher training— 
Pores drill—Property and expenditures . V 


INTRODUCTION . “ 


4 


This report cofitains statistics of public high schools for the school 
year 1925-26. ‘The principal items included are these: Number of 
schools; administrators; supervisors; teachers; pupils; graduates; 
enrollments in teagher-training courses; number taking military 
drill; size of libraries; value of grounds, buildings, and contents; and 
expenditures for new grounds, buildings, and equipment. - 

Table 3 contains a distribution of 21,700 public high schools by 
States, as well as a distribution of 17,710° public high schools which 
sent in a complete report in 1926, A total of 926 schools sent in 
reports that were ¢ither incomplete or with’ an insufficient number of 
“pupils to be included in the tabulations. Schools with léss than 10 
‘pupils have generally beer omitted. from the statistics of public high. 
schools. In 1926 reports were received from 447 schools which had 
‘fewer than 10 pupils. No reportg were received from 3,064, schools 
‘ that are known to be in existence, most of these being small schools. 
Eighty public high. schools are lotated in the outlying parts of the 
' United States, and reports were received from all of them. 


In 1918 the bureau had a record of 16,300 . public high schools, in . 


‘1924 of 19,442, and in 1926 of 21,700. A large portion of this i increase 
cgmes from the organization of junior high schools. * 4 

Previous to 1926 statistics. were gathered showing enrollments in ~ 
high schools by years, first, second, etc., without regard to whether * 
the first year’was an eighth grade, as it usually is in seven or eight 


States; a ninth grade, which is an almost universal custom; or a ; 


tenth: grade as it is int a few cities in two States. In this’ report, data 
_ concerning enrollments were gathered by grade, and separate tabula- 
tions were mune when there were a sufficient number of schools to 


‘ 
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represent a particular type. The enrollment in various types of high 
schools is shown in Tables 13 to 44. The consolidation of enroll. , 
ments according to year of high school is shown in Tables 13, 15, and 
26. In these consolidated tables, statistics of grade 8 in those schools. 
having only 11 regular grades are compiled with statistics of grade 9 
of those schools having 12 regular grades, and yith statistics of 
grade 10 of those schools haying 13 regular grades., This puts all 
first-year high-school pupils together, then all second-year pupils, 

, and soon, - rt ji 

REORGANIZED HIGH SCHOOLS 


The term “reorganized high school” is applied in this report to the 
various types of junior; junior-senior; senior; and five, six, and seven- 
year undivided types which have arison from a reorganization of the 
traditional or regular high school of four years, preceded by seven, 
eight, or nine years of clementary work, and often by a kindergarten 
as well, Because of the various definitions of a junior high school, 
‘it is not definitely known how many have been in existence at different 
times, Briggs' shows that 1, 2, or 3 junior’ high schools were being $ 
organized each year from about 1900 to 1910, From 1910 to 1916 
the rate increased to about 70 per year, The Bureau of Education 
received reports in 1918 from 557 so-called junior high schools, and 
in 1920 from 883. Many of these, howevor, were junior departments 
of junior-senior organizations, and no attempt was made'to compile, 
data from junior high schools organized separately. In 1922 reports 
were received from 387 junior high schools which had Separate 
organizations, in 1924 from 704, and in 1926 from 1,109, of whith. 
number 27 are for colored pupils. In 1926 the three-year junior-. 
high schools numbered 846, of which number 17 are for colored pupils, 
\ Reports were received from 185 two-year junior high schools, of 
which number 2 are for colored pupils. Likewise there were 78 
four-year junior high schools, 8 being for colored pupils only. 

. The senior high school is more definitely defined thgn is the junior 
high school. The first attempt to analyze and classify high-school 
organizations, so far as statistics are concerned, was in 1918, when 315 
senior high schools were represented. In 1920 there wete 402 three 
year senior high schools, In both years, however, many of the senior 
high sohools had a junior department whicli @as a part of the organiza- 
tion. In 1992 reports were received from 91 three-year sénior high 
| schools organized separately, and in 1924 from 181. In 1926 reports 
Were received from 411 senior high schools, of which 4 are for colored 
| pupils, The three-year senior high schools, numbering 284, are 
| _ preceded either by a two-year or a three-year junior ‘high school 
| ’ organized separately. The four-year senior high’ schools, 127 in all, « 
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differ from the four-year regular high schools in that they are pre- 
ceded by two-year junior. high schools organized separately. 

No soparate statistics were tabulated for junior-senior high schools 
until in 1922. , In 1920 the senior portion of a junior-senior high school 
organized on the 2-4 plan was included with the regular high schools, 
In 1°22, reportswere received from 1,088 junior-senior high schools, 
and in 1924 from 1,316, In 1926 reports were received from 1,949 ? 
junior-senior high schools, of which number 53 are for colored pupils, . 

_The number of these schools organized for six years of work is 1,797 
and for five years of work, 152. For the number of schools organized 
on the 2~4, 3-3, five or six year undivided plan, see Tables 36 to 41. 


SIZE OF HIGH SCHOOL 


Tho average number of pupils for 17,710 schools is shown in Table 

1 to be 211.2. In Table.4, however, a distribution is made according 

to the number of pupils, in class intervals of 50, for these 17,710 

schools, and for 947 othors that reported enrollinents, but which were 
excluded from'the body of this report. because of Jack of other data 

or because they had fewer than 10 pupils énrolled for the year. The 

average number enrolled in 18,152 schools is 211.6. Table 5 shows a 

distribution according to size in reorganized schogls. The average 
sizeof these 3,526 schools is 438.5, and for the regular schools of 

four years or less it is 156.9. A further distribution of 767 schools 

having more than 1,000 pupils is given in Table 6. Tho largest high 

school, the DeWitt Clinton High School of New York City, reported 


“an enrollment of-8,611, £ 


ADMINISTRATORS. AND BUPERVISORS ' 


Data were collected for 192f¢26 showing the number of principals 
* and other administrators giving more than half time to administrative 
duties, and the number of supervisors of various subjects giving 
more than half time to supervision. In Table 7 these data are given 
by sex for regular high schools, and also for high schools. distributed 
by States. There was no opportunity to check the figures-returned 
by the schools reporting upon these two items, but they were carefully ° 
examined and are submitted in Table 7 of this report, This com- 
- pilation shows 10,769 men and 2,333 women engaged maye than half 
tine in administrative work, and 7,318 men and ,1,844 women 
engaged similarly in supervision of instruction. 


‘ ' 
TEACHERS 


Tables 8 to 12 show a distribution of high-school teachers according 
to gex and color; also, according 10 type of organization, and State. 
The total number of teachers, 163,555, is an ineréase of 30,160 over 
the number reported for 1924, and.65,901 over those for 1920, . Since 


Z BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1024-1926 <7 


1920 the number of men teachers has increased 70 per cent, and the . 
number of women teachers 86 per cent. Since 1924 the number of ry 
men teachers has incre 21 per cent, and the number of women 
teachers 23.6 per cent, e greater increase in the number of wom 
teachers since 1924¢may be attributed partly to the increase in the 

‘  gumber of junior high schools, as these employ greater proportions 
of women teachers. The ratio of men teachers to women teachers in 
junior high schools is 1 to 3.5; in juniorsenfor and in senior high 
schools it is 1 to 2; and in regular high schools,,1 to 1.6. For 1926 
the number ‘of pupils per teacher is approximately 23, and, while 
tere has been some fluctuation in this item sinco 1890, the present 

l situation is about an average of the numbers in prévious years. = * 


PUPILS 


-The number of public high-school pupils reported to, the bureau 
from year to year generally increases considerably, “The increases* 
however, can not be taken as exact criteria of the growth-of public 
high schools,, because reports are never complete. In 1918 reports 
were received from 85.6 per cent of the known high schools, in 1924 
from 76.3 per cent, and in 1926 from 81.6 per cent.’ ‘Phe schools - 
that fail to report are usually small schools, but 3,000¢small schools 

may cause considerable fluctuations in ‘student enrdllments. In 
| 1924 reports from the high’schools showed an enrollment. in the four 
régular high-school years of 2,538,381, while reports from State” 
departments of education showed 3;389,878. State department 
_Teports showed an enrollment in 1925 of 3,650,903. 1n 1926, reports 
from high schools show 3,065,009 pupils, while State departments 
~ show 3,757,466. 
Including junior high-school pupils in 1924, enrollments of high- 
‘school pupils are reported as 2,950,408, and’in 1926 as 3,741,073. 
The number.of boys enrolled in the four high-school years bas 
increased 75.7 per cent since 1920, while‘the ‘number of girls has 
‘ increased 56.6 per cent. Since 1924 the number of boys enrolled has 
" increased 22.2 per cent, and the number of girls. 19.5 per cent. + 
. In addition to the enrollments accounted for in the previous pare 
* graph, mention should be made of 27,556 pupils enrolled-in special, 
part-time, adult, and evening classes in six large high schools ‘in 
Chicago, Fresno, Los Angeles, and Sacramento. It is not. possible 
to include these enrollments in the tabulations because they ar - 
unclassified as to grade, and in one instance tKey are not reported 
, bysex. These pupils, however, ase enrolled in high schools sypported 
| .by public funds, and should be meittioned in this report. 
| _ . The E, L. Snyder Continuation High School, Fresno, Calif., reports ' 
| __ $16 males and 391 females in special classes, The Coatral Evening 
, ; , ; . k& alt 
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High School, Los Angeles, reports 1,654 men and 1,051 women in 


special adult’ clusses. The Polytechnic Evening High School of the 
same city reports 8,967 enrolled in that school. The Metropolitan 
High School of Los Angeles reports 3,384 males and 2,023 females in 
special continuation classes. The Sanrainetite (Ca}if.) Part-Time 
High Scheol reports 668 males and 564° females in pfirt-time classes. 
The Ene'+wood (IlI.) Evening High School reports 1,546 males and 
1,504 females in evening classes, and 3,195 thales and 2,293 females 
in day divisions, these latter figures including 794 males and 226 
beng in English classes for foreigners. 


. P a] 


_ SURVIVALS : 


ta Table 2 a summary is given of student enrollments by years of 
high school from 1908-to’ 1926. Two ‘sets of, survival percentages 
are computed, one which shows the percentage the enrollment for 
each high-school year.is ofthe total enrollment, and the other which 
shor. * how well the enrolment of the first year of high school in a 
given year compares with the curollment of the socbnd high-school 
year one year lator, of the third high-school year two yearsdater, and ‘ 
of the senior year {hreo years later. For example, * 484,625, the 


» number of pupils in the first your in 1913, is ane ihto 325,960, 


#70.1 per cent for the sceond year in 1914, This sabe 1913 base is 


7 


19154 to obtain a strvival percentige of 52.8 for the thied-year pupils 

in 1914, then igto 205,888, the number in the fourth year in 1916, 
to obtain a survival rate of 44.3 per cont for the senior class in 1916. 

Considoring the first method, 11,7 per cent of tho enrollment in 
1908 was in the fourth year,13 per cont in 1912, 14.5 per cent in 
1018, 15.7 percent in 1924, and 16,5 percent in 1926. This increase 
in the percentage of Sourth-year pupils, and in the third-year pupils 


then divided into 245,380, the nun ‘a enrolled jn’ the third year in 


-as well, and 1 corresponding decrease in the percentago of. first-year 
- pupils, from year to year, indicated that the high schools have 


materially i improved their holding-power within the past 18 years. 
‘In considering -the second method of computing survival rates, 


. Dotice must be taken concerning: completeness of reporting from year 


to year. If the percentage of schools reporting is a constant factor, 


the percentago of pupils remaining ‘in high.school for the second year 
of work has increased rather consistently from 64.4 per cent in 1908 


to 80.6 per cent in 1926. In like manner the number remaining in 
school for:the third year of work has increased from 44.3 per cent in 


1908 to 65.5 per cent in 1926. The best increase is shown in the’ 


number. remaining for the fourth year of high-school work. In 


~ 


‘ 


1908 the number enrolled in the fourth year was 30.9 per cent of the ° 


urvival rate of. ” 


, 
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number enrolled in the first year in 1905. This fourth year’survival 
_Yate increased to 40.1 per cent in 1914, 44 per cent in 1918, 49.3 
per cént in 1924, and 55.9 per cent in 1926, : 

' The data included in Tables 1 and 2 shgw that the public high 
school is continuing its rapid rate of growth, that it has materially 
decreased the congestion in its first-year enrollments; and that there 
is a manifest increase in the proportion of pupils that remain in 
school for the full four years of work. It is not possible to show just 
what portion of these improvements is to be credited to the reor- 
ganized high schools, because the changes began to take place before 
the reorganized high schools eoutd be considered an important factor. 
Grade distributions for different types of high schools aro considered 
in the next section. : 


HOLDING POWER ’ 


It is not possible to determine at this time the holding power of - 


these schools.in a definite way, because many of the reorganized 


schools‘are still new, and the effect, if any cxists, has not had time to | 


materialize. It is quite possible also that the more progressive com- 
munities are the first to try out the reorganized high schools. There 
is also the problem of growth in population and the’ movement of 
pupils from the smaller schools to larger schools before graduation. 
incomplete, the regular high schools will have a small enrollment in 
the first year, because the junior schools retain the first-year high- 
school-pupils in their last year. For ¢xample, the five regular high 
schools in Washington, D. C., for white pupils report: 2,274: pupils 
in the ninth grade, 2,643 in the tenth grade, 1,774 in the eleventh 
grade, and 1,623-in the twelfth grade, The six white junior high 
schools of that city report ‘1,468 pupils in the seventh grade,- 1,464 
in the eighth grade, and 1,191 in the ninth'ggade. Many elementary 
pupils in Washington do not have access to junior high schools, while 
a completo reorganization may be expected to reduce the regular high 
. §chools finally to three-year senior high schools. These same con- 
' ditions exist to a greater or less degree in many places. 
With these factors in mind, the following tabulation is presented 

to show how many students are required in each type of school in 
order to retain 1,000 seniors, 2 


' In communities where the organization of junior high schools is © 


+ ame 


Namber of ppupils entering different types of public high schools in order to retgin 
: 1,000 seniors R 
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In the-reorganized high schools, the 2-4 type with white pupils 
mda total of 12 years of work makes the best..howing. In this 


type it takes 1 506 pupils in the first year of regular high-school work, 


namely, the HMthi grade, to retain’ 1-000 pupils in the twelfth grado, 
senior year. The 3-3 white i2-grade type comes next with 1,901 
pupils, and the four-year senior white 12-grade type next with 2,000. 
Tho six-year undivided white 12-grade type Tollows with 2,103 puphls, 
All these types have a sofficient number of schools, and of pupils as 
will, to make the rates ‘reliable, excopting for the factors mentioned 
tbove. The poorest type of reorganized high school. having four 
years of work .is the four-year senior colored 12-grade type, which 
mquires more than four beginners in the ninth grade to retain one 
enior pupil. The number of schools, however, is small, and only - 
739 colored pupils, are enrolled and can be used in determihing the 
ras. In the above table, many of the schools listed for colored 
pupils are duplicates of schools listed for white pupils also. In this © 
particular case only 1 of the 61 schools is for colored pupils only. 
Reference ta Tables 13+to 44 will be valuable to those interested in: 
making a further analysis of the figures, . 
If regular high schools and three-year senior*high schools are‘to be 
inluded in making a further comparison, fhe number of sebond-year 
pupils should be examined. The 2-4 white, 12-grade type again 
makes the best showing, as it requires 1,428 second-year pupils to 
retain 1,000 seniors. The three-year.-senior white ll-year type 
fomes next with 1,489 second-year pupils, then the four-year senior 
vhite 12-grade type with 1,514, followed. by. the four-year regulan 
( ~ E ae | " 
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white 11-grade type. with 1,527, and by the four-year regular white - 
12-grade type With 1,572. The poorest white type of any size is the 
five-yoar undivided 12-grade type, 100 schools with 39,114 pupils, 
_ which requires 1,795 second-year pupils to retain 1,000 seniors. 

These data will lend, themselves 10 further analysis and study, 
but with the known limitations, and tho difficulty of eliminating 
influencing factors, it is not possible to state in exact terms: what the 
holding power of any particular type will be when such factors are 
held constant, nor to say whether or not a particular type is the best - 
that can be put into practice in a particulir‘community. 


GRADUATES 


VA 
During the school year 1925-26 a total of 434,539 pupils wor 
* graduated from the public high schools. Of this number, 190,04 
were boys and 244,485 were girls, This is an increase of 203,637— 
over 1920, and of 72,303 over 1924. The increase over 1920 is 110 
per cent for boys, and 74.2 per cent for girls. Tho increase over 1924 
is 22.1 per cent for boys, and }8.4 por cent for girls. In 1926, only _ 
graduates of schools having four yoars of high-school work are in- 
-oluded, In provious years a few graduates of three-year school 
weré included. , ~ ° " , 
For 1925, 12,445 public high schools reported 396,003 graduates, 
of which number 126,782 wont to college in 1926, and 54,246 others 
attended some other mstitution. Tho data given in Table 45 show 
that 37.4 per cont of the boys-raported as 1925 graduates attonded 
some college during 1926, and that 27-8 per cent of the girls graduated 
in 1925 entered college the next year. . Tables 46 to 50 show farts 
regarding graduatioiT and college attendatce for certain groups of 
~high schools: . te . | 
‘ . The percentage of boys graduating in 1925 from regular high schools 
attending college in 1926, and the percentage from reorganized 
schools are exactly the same, 37.4 per cent, and the porcentage of 
girl graduates from these two major types attending college is preo- 
tically the same for each type. In regular fligh schools, 9.6 per cent 
of the boys graduating in 1925 attended some other institution in 
1926, agd in reorganized high schools, ‘9 per cent attended some 
other insfitution: The rates for girl gradyates are 6.7 per cent and 
ate 6.2 per cent, respectively. In places: under 2,500 population, 208 
| ~ want to college in 1926. at ° a” 
The percentage of 1925 graduates who started to college in 10%. 
varies cofisiderably betwoen Stgtes. In South Carolina tho rate i 
| _54 per cent, and in Maine 15.4 per cont. The rate for Mississippi ® 
50.2 per cent,4or Florida 49.5 per cent, Toxas 48.4 per cent, North 
Carolina 46.7 per cent, Utah 46.2 cant, Delagars 25.2 per cent, # 
es : ' £ 


4 
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md for tho District of Columbia 44.4 per cent. -Otlier States with a 
rate.of 40 per cent and over are Arkansas, Colorado, Georgia; Ken- 
lucky, Louisianh, Nevada, New Mexico, and West Yirginia. The - 
rate for the United States is 32 for.thoge attending college, and’ 13.7.‘ 
for those attending some othpr institution. , Data published in this ~~ 
report do net show it, but as a general rule, those States with a small 

percentage of students enrolled in high schools have larger percent- 

ages of graduates attonding college, ; , 


- PUPILS IN ‘TEACHER TRAINING : -. 

In Table 45 is given a summary by States, sex of pupil, and type 
of school attended, of those taking teacher-training work in public 
high schools.» The regular high schools | ehroll 37,229 of these 
prospective leachers, and the reorganized high schools enroll 10,979. 
Every State, excepting New Hampshire, reports teacher-iraining - 
pupils, State laws recognizing teacher-training work in high schools 
lor purposes of certification’ are either lacking or not enforced in 
about one-half of the States, where 21,000 téachor-training pupils 
are enrolled. The %ourses are offered, however, to enable.pupils = -, 
_ fo pass examinations offered to teachers, or as preparatory courses. 
for entrance in & State normal school. In Michigan, Minnesota, 
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Vermont, and Wisconsin tho 
teacher-training work is offered after graduation from high school, 
A distribution of 17,750 graduates from teacher-training work is 
shown in the table, * be a *. 


» : ; 

The number of pupils in military drill is given in Table 7. In 
1914, 82° schools offered military drill to 9,532 boys. In 1918, the 
number of schools offering military drill had increased to 1,276, and’ 
the number of boys taking drill to 112,683. In 1924, 300 public 
high schools were offering military drill to 55,964 boys, and in 1926, 
314 schools were offerjng it. to 51,318 boys. Ps 


e~ > 
MILITARY DRILL . 


PROPERTY AND EXPENDITURES 


In previous years, data*regarding libraries, grounds, buildings, ° - 
«quipment, and expenditures for capital outlays were gathered from 

ill schools without regard to whether of not elementary grades were 

housed with the high school. Frpquently; as is the case in smaller 5 
‘ommunities, the high school- occupies less than one-fourth of the 
whole building. Values and expenditures concerning such. schools 
do not represent true values and expendituyes belonging to high 
é&hools only. In 1926, data concernifig property’ and costs were “ 


_ collected only from high schools housed separately from elementary . 
' ; “05 if bd ns Cee 
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grades. The summaries, therefore, fall somewhat shagt of similar 
ummaries for previous,years, and the data are not comparable, 
because they represent entirely different conditions. ¢° 
In 1926, a total of 4,873 high schools, housed separately, report 
8,050,070 volumes in the libraries; 4,963 schools report grounds and 
buildings with a total value of $1,166,771,911; and 4,973 schools 
report éontents of buildings valued at $110,225,793. During the 
school year, 2,193 public high schools spent $87,672,504 for sites, 
buildings, and improvements. This is an average expenditure of 
$35,869 fof each regular high school reporting, and $47,564 for each 
reorganized school. Tables 52-54 give all these items by Statés, 


Gi p 3 SUMMARY 


. In review it: mav be stated that the public high school has had a 
- wonderful growth. Although only a century old, its enrollment has 
reached approximately 4,000,000 pupils. Estimating the number of 
persons in the United States of high-school age (those of ages 15, 16, 
17, and 18) as 7,779,070 for 1926, these schools have enrolled 48.2 
per cent of: those who*might be expected to attend high schools. 

. Private high. schools-and preparatory departments of higher institu- 
tions enroll another 4.8 per cent, so that 53 per cent of all pupils 
of high-school age are now enrolled in secondary schools. The 
‘public high school will continue to guow, but probably at a rate 
more nearly that of the growth of population. De 
_ The reorganization of- public high schools into junior and senior 

-fanits and the coordination with junior colleges ara now occupying 
the:attention of secondary school interesta'to a marked degree. The 
reorganization and enrichment of curricular material and the con- 
struction of buildings suitable to the needs-of reorganization are 
being pushed forward at a rapid rate. All this is done in a serious 
_ attempt to make. the secondary school better fit the needs of the 
pupil and of the community as well. 
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TaBLE 1.—Review of statistics of public high schools, 1890-1988 (excluding statistics 
- of elementa schools) 
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